
City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No. 9
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 11th CODE OF ORDINANCES, HOUSTON,

TEXAS, RELATING TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION; CONTAINING FINDINGS AND
OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE FOREGOING SUBJECT; DECLARING
CERTAIN CONDUCT TO BE UNLAWFUL AND PROVIDING PENALTIES THIEREFOR;
CONTAINING A REPEALER; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING
AN ENWRGENCY.

a * * * * *

WiW&S, under Article XI, Section 5 of the Texas Constitution, the City of Houston

is a home-nile municipality having the full power of self-government and, as set forth in section

51.072 of the Texas Local Government Code, may exercise that authority independent of the

powers granted it under the Texas Local Government Code; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the conservation, preservation, protection,

enhancement, and perpetuation of sites and landmarks of historical, cultural, architectural,

paleontological or archaeological interest is a public policy and public necessity and is required

to protect and promote the health, safety and general welfare of the public and the cultural,

economic and educational well being of the public; and

WHEREAS, the City has experienced and will continue to experience the loss of

historical, cultural and archaeological resources; and

WHEREAS, the quality and character of a city is not merely its hope for future

development, but also its retention of the elements of its past; and

WHEREAS, the demolition of historic, cultural and archaeological resources constitutes

an irreplaceable loss to the City; and



WHEREAS, the aiteration, rehabilitation, restoration and construction of historic

structures or structures in historic disthcts in a manner that is not consistent or compatible with

the historic, cultural or archaeological significance of the structure or historic district adversely

affects the structural, physical, or visual integrity of such structure or district; and

WHEREAS, the issuance of a certificate of appropriateness for alteration, rehabilitation,

restoration, construction, relocation or demolition of a landmark, and of buildings, structures and

objects located in historic districts or archaeological sites, is necessary to ensure that these

activities are compatible with the historic, cultural or archaeological significance of the landmark,

building, structure, object or district; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires, where appropriate, to:

(I) Promote the conservation, preservation, protection, and enhancement of

landmarks and historic districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects

significant in history, architecture, archaeology, or culture that impart a

distinct aspect to the City and serve as visible reminders of the City’s

culture and heritage;

(2) Promote the economic prosperity and welfare of the City by conserving the

value of landmarks, historic districts, and archaeological sites;

(3) Encourage developments tailored to the character and significance of

historic districts;

(4) Strengthen civic pride through neighborhood conservation;

(5) Provide for a review process for the appropriate preservation of cultural,

architectural and historical resources; and



(6) Maintain a harmonious exterior appearance of both historic and

contemporary structures in historic districts through complementary scale.

form, proportion and material; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that some buildings, structures or objects designated

by the City Council as landmarks or contributing stnactures or potentially contributing structures

in an historic district pursuant to this Ordinance are historically significant sites in need of tax

relief to encourage their preservation; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the Code of Ordinances of the City of

Houston, Texas, should be amended to better accomplish the above stated purposes and to ensure

the preservation of the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS:

Section 1. That the findings contained in the prmble of this Ordinance are determined

to be true and correct and are hereby adopted as a statement of legislative policy only as a part of

this Ordinance.

Section 2. That Chapter 33 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas, is amended

by adding Article Vt, which reads as follows:

3




